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Letter  from  the  Director 


Greetings  Alumni  and  Friends: 

As  we  reflect  upon  this  past  year,  I  am  hopeful  that  you  are  able  to  recount  the  numerous  ways  the 
Lord  has  directed  and  sustained  your  lives  and  ministries.  Although  there  are  often  challenges  and 
trials  associated  with  the  ministries  to  which  we  have  been  called,  it  is  through  the  perseverance 
these  trials  require  that  our  hearts  are  filled  with  the  magnificent  joy  given  to  us  by  our  faith  in 
Christ.  When  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  meditating  upon  this  immeasurable  gift  of  faith,  we  are 
compelled  to  pursue  His  glory  in  love  and  with  a  passion  to  see  His  name  made  famous  among 
the  nations. 

In  this  edition  of  the  Outlook,  you  will  have  the  privilege  to  read  the  accounts  of  several  alumni 
and  faculty  who  endured  the  season  in  Southeastern's  history  where  the  responsibility  of  the 
faculty  to  equip  students  and  to  develop  a  deep  love  for  Christ  and  His  pursuit  of  the  nations  was 
often  replaced  by  teaching  that  denied  the  wonderful  truths  of  the  gospel.  That  season,  for  those 
faculty  and  students  who  fought  for  the  claims  of  the  gospel,  presented  a  time  of  intense  trials  that 
required  amazing  perseverance— a  perseverance  fueled  by  their  deep  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  As  you 
read  these  accounts  of  great  faith  and  perseverance,  I  ask  that  you  join  me  in  offering  to  our  Lord 
thanksgiving  for  His  faithfulness  to  uphold  that  remnant  of  saints  during  those  tumultuous  times. 
It  was  through  His  faithfulness  to  this  remnant  of  faithful  alumni  and  faculty  that  we  confidently 
rejoice  with  indescribable  joy  that  Southeastern  truly  is  a  Great  Commission  seminary. 

I  hope  you  are  strengthened  and  encouraged  by  these  wonderful  stories  of  faith  and  perseverance. 
In  the  days  ahead,  I  would  be  honored  to  hear  from  you  ways  that  I  may  pray  for  you  and  your 
family.  Once  again,  I  ask  that  you  join  me  in  offering  thanksgiving  to  our  Lord  for  His  continued 
kind  favor  upon  Southeastern  and  may  God  bless  you  as  you  continue  to  run  the  race  of  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus. 


In  Christ, 
Alble  Brice 

Director  of  Alumni  Development  & 
Denominational  Relations 
abhce@sebts.edu 
(919)  761-2349 
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Southeastern  was  forever  changed 
by  a  major  historical  development  in 
Southern  Baptist  life.  This  historical 
turn  is  known  today  as  the  Conservative 
Resurgence  (CR).  The  CR  touched  eccle- 
siastical polities  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  pulpits  and  congregations 
across  the  nation,  mediums  such  as 
State  Baptist  newspapers,  and  even  edu- 
cational institutions.  The  effects  of  the 
CR  are  innumerable. 

The  CR  began  as  a  response  to  par- 
ticular teachings  andbeliefs  about  the 
Bible  itself,  such  as  the  denial  of  the  his- 
toricity of  Adam,  Eve  and  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ.  These  conclusions  were 
ultimately  a  rejection  of  biblical  iner- 
rancy and  infallibility. 

Dr.  Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
Southeastern  from  1992-2003,  paints 
the  historical  situation  as  an  either-or: 
"Conservatives  could  either  stand  by  and 
watch  a  denomination  at  that  time  num- 


bering 14  million  members  and  38,000 
churches,  be  held  captive  by  a  coterie  of 
slick  religio-political  'denomicrats,'  or 
else  conservatives  could  take  their  con- 
cerns to  the  people  in  the  pews  and  see 
if  the  programs  and  structures  of  the 
denomination  could  be  reclaimed  for 
orthodoxy  and  evangelism." 

This  fall  Outlook  both  remembers 
and  beckons.  First,  it  reminisces  the 
Conservative  Resurgence  and  secondly, 
it  invites  Southern  Baptist  to  continue 
forth  the  CR's  vision.  The  subsequent 
articles  are  written  by  men  who  were 
participants,  in  some  form  or  fashion, 
in  the  initiative  of  the  Conservative 
Resurgence.  The  articles'  contributors 
consist  of  Keith  Harper,  Mark  Harris, 
Allan  Blume,  Paige  Patterson,  and  Dan- 
iel Akin.  These  contributors  provide  a 
multifaceted  perspective  recounting  the 
indelible  event  that  will  forever  shape 
Baptist  life. 
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THE  ROAD 


NOT  TAKEN 


Dr.  Keith  Harper 
Professor  of  Baptist  Studies,  SEBTS 


Robert  Frost's  classic  poem,  "The  Road  Not 
Taken"  finds  the  author  confronted  with  a  deci- 
sion. He  stands  at  a  fork  in  the  road  and  he  must 
decide  which  road  he  will  take.  The  poem  ends 
with  the  haunting  words,  "I  took  the  one  less  trav- 
eled by,  and  that  has  made  all  the  difference."  Lit- 
erary scholars  may  debate  the  poem's  essence 
forever,  but  the  meaning  seems  clear  enough. 
One's  life  is  about  the  choices  she  or  he  makes. 

Beginning  in  1979  Southern  Baptists  stood  at 
a  fork  in  the  road  of  sorts,  and  they  had  to  make 
a  choice.  Many  believed  the  denomination  had 
been  creeping  away  from  its  orthodox  moorings 
and  unless  something  happened,  the  SBC  would 
be  added  to  the  dustbin  of  denominations  that 
had  abandoned  the  Bible  and  embraced  theologi- 
cal liberalism.  Would  they  continue  on  their  cur- 
rent path  or  would  they  choose  a  "road  less  trav- 
eled". As  most  everyone  knows,  the  Convention 
elected  Adrian  Rogers  as  President  and  since  1979, 
the  SBC  has  elected  Presidents  who  are  commit- 
ted to  Biblical  inerrancy  and  they,  in  turn,  have 
appointed  inerrantists  to  denominational  leader- 
ship positions. 


Steering  the  SBC  in  a  more  conservative  way 
was  no  easy  feat,  but  by  1985  inerrantist  conserva- 
tives held  a  decided  advantage  over  their  detrac- 
tors. Sensing  the  need  for  some  sort  of  resolution, 
the  denomination  formed  a  committee  that  soon 
came  to  be  known  as  the  "Peace  Committee."  Yet 
in  many  ways  the  battle  was  just  beginning. 

Conservatives  had  long  argued  that  over  time 
the  Convention  had  become  steeped  in  liberal  the- 
ology and  neo- orthodoxy.  Consequently,  the  sem- 
inaries came  under  increasing  pressure  and  scru- 
tiny after  the  Peace  Committee  survey  discovered 
a  wide  range  of  theological  positions  under  the 
SBC  umbrella.  Southeastern  began  making  the 
shift  to  a  more  conservative  stance  under  Lewis 
A.  Drummond  who  served  as  the  seminary's  Pres- 
ident between  1988  and  1992.  However,  when  one 
thinks  of  Southeastern's  move  toward  theological 
conservatism,  one  usually  thinks  of  L.  Paige  Pat- 
terson whose  tenure  of  office  ran  from  1992  until 
2004. 

A  colorful  Texan  and  lifelong  Baptist,  Patter- 
son hit  Wake  Forest  like  a  storm.  He  had  former- 
ly served  as  President  of  the  Criswell  Institute  for 
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Biblical  Studies  and  he  had  built  his  reputation 
on  his  defense  of  Biblical  inerrancy.  Accompanied 
by  Danny  Akin,  Keith  Eitel,  Gary  Galeotti,  Paul 
Carlisle,  David  Lanier,  and  Gerald  Cowen,  aka, 
the  "Texas  Mafia,"  Patterson  wasted  no  time  in 
anchoring  Southeastern  to  Biblical  inerrancy  and 
evangelism. 

Some  suggested  the  trustees  might  have  tak- 
en the  "wrong  road."  Critics  claimed  that  if  Pat- 
terson did  not  destroy  the  seminary,  his  "Texas 
Mafia"  would.  Their  fears  proved  ungrounded.  By 
1994  the  seminary  had  begun  to  grow.  Students 
came  by  the  dozens.  The 
seminary  built  housing, 
hired  faculty,  and  expanded 
in  unprecedented  ways  that 
no  one  could  have  predicted 
in  1992. 

As  Southeastern  grew, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention made  a  number  of 
significant  choices  that  made 
"all  the  difference."  In  1997 
the  SBC  affirmed  the  Cove- 
nant for  a  New  Century,  a 
document  that  led  to  numer- 
ous institutional  name 
changes  along  with  the  prom- 
ise that  each  SBC  agency 
would  remain  firmly  com- 
mitted to  the  Bible  as  the  inerrant  Word  of  God. 
Soon  after  the  Covenant  for  a  New  Century,  the 
SBC  affirmed  a  new  confession  of  faith.  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  2000  (BFM  2000).  Unlike  ear- 
lier confessions,  the  BFM  2000  addressed  sev- 
eral important  cultural  issues.  It  openly  opposed 
racism,  it  called  for  protection  of  the  unborn,  and 
it  affirmed  the  nuclear  family  as  defined  in  the 
Bible.  The  Confession's  most  controversial  fea- 
ture, however,  may  have  been  the  call  for  wives 
to  'graciously  submit"  to  their  husbands. 

As  Southern  Baptists  entered  the  twenty-first 
century,  they  faced  many  old  questions  in  a  new 
context.  For  instance,  what  does  it  mean  to  be  a 
Christian  in  this  present  world?  That  question 
burdened  Danny  Akin  as  he  became  President  of 
Southeastern  in  2004.  Akin  had  been  committed 
to  biblical  inerrancy  throughout  the  controversy 


and  he  along  with  others  began  asking,  "Conser- 
vatives may  have  won  the  battle  for  inerrancy,  but 
what  does  that  mean?  How  should  we  be  taking 
Christ  to  the  world?  How  should  we  be  living  in 
our  churches?"  Akin  soon  began  calling  for  a 
Great  Commission  Resurgence  that  called  for 
more  church  plants,  more  missions,  and  more 
missionaries.  At  home,  he  cast  a  new  vision  for 
the  seminary  wherein  every  classroom  is  a  Great 
Commission  classroom.  How  has  Akin's  vision 
been  received?  As  of  the  Fall  2012  semester. 
Southeastern  enjoys  a  record  enrollment  of  al- 
most 3,000  students  and  the 
Admissions  office  fields  in- 
quiries on  a  daily  basis. 

On  a  different  and 
equally  compelling  front, 
messengers  to  the  2012 
meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  elected 
Fred  Luter  to  serve  as  Presi- 
dent. Luter  is  the  SBC's  first 
African-America  President 
and  his  election,  coupled 
with  the  denomination's 
apology  for  its  role  in  sanc- 
tioning slavery  signals  a  new 
day  for  Southern  Baptists. 
Hopefully,  Luter's  election 
will  lead  to  healing  and  ra- 
cial reconciliation  throughout  the  nation  and  the 
world. 

Personally  speaking,  Paige  Patterson  hired 
me  to  teach  Baptist  history  at  Southeastern  in 
1996.  I  seriously  doubt  that  I  would  have  been 
offered  a  teaching  job  in  a  seminary  had  Dr.  Pat- 
terson not  been  President  of  Southeastern.  But 
then,  Patterson  likely  would  not  have  been  Presi- 
dent of  Southeastern  had  it  not  been  for  Adrian 
Rogers'  election  back  in  1979.  And  Rogers  would 
not  have  been  elected  had  Southern  Baptists  not 
determined  that  they  were  committed  to  the  Bible 
as  their  rule  for  life. 

Looking  back.  Southern  Baptists  can  see 
their  path  clearly.  No  one  would  say  that  it  was  an 
easy  way.  However,  Southern  Baptists  today 
would  likely  echo  Frost's  words  and  say,  it  has 
"made  all  the  difference." 
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THE 


CONSERVATIVE 


RESURGENCE  IN 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


Allan  Blume 

Editor  and  President, 
Biblical  Recorder,  Cary,  I 


In  the  mid-1980s  Southern  Baptists  wit- 
nessed a  movement  toward  a  more  theologically 
conservative  denomination.  While  there  was  a 
growing  sense  of  encouragement  among  conser- 
vatives at  the  national  level,  those  of  us  in  states 
like  North  Carolina  did  not  share  the  same  spir- 
it of  optimism. 

Our  state  was  among  the  most  liberal  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC).  Southeast- 
ern Seminary  (SEBTS)  was  widely  considered  to 
be  the  most  liberal  of  the  six  SBC  seminaries  in 
those  days. 


As  a  pastor  I  had  little  encouragement  for  a 
conservative  resurgence  in  North  Carolina. 
Theological  tensions  between  churches  ran  high. 
Associational  fellowship  disintegrated.  Coopera- 
tion was  a  meaningless  word,  since  there  seemed 
to  be  no  basis  for  working  together. 

Conservative  churches  were  very  reluctant 
to  send  students  to  SEBTS  and  struggled  with 
sending  monthly  Cooperative  Program  gifts  to 
the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  NC  and  the  SBC. 
The  state  convention  was  controlled  by  moder- 
ate/liberal Baptists.  There  was  a  strong  sense 
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that  while  most  NC  Baptists  in  the  pews  were 
conservative,  they  were  unwilhng  to  engage  in  a 
battle  to  challenge  the  status  quo.  Many  felt  that 
all  Baptists  hold  the  same  beliefs,  and  scriptural 
authority  was  not  a  problem  among  "people  of  the 
Book." 

In  1986  a  group  of  concerned  NC  Baptists 
met  in  Statesville  to  form  a  fellowship  of  conser- 
vatives. The  organization  adopted  the  name  Con- 
servative Carolina  Baptists  (CCB).  Key  players  in 
the  early  days  of  the  movement  include  Mark 
Corts,  M.  O.  Owens,  Billy  Cline,  Gerald  Primm, 
Robert  Simms,  Ralph  Carter,  Steve  Hardy,  Ned 
Mathews  and  myself. 

In  the  beginning  the 
tools  of  communication  were 
far  below  today's  standards. 
There  was  no  email  and  no 
website.  But  through  the 
print  medium,  the  organiza- 
tion began  a  monthly  publi- 
cation to  provide  NC  Bap- 
tists with  a  conservative 
perspective  on  Baptist  news 
in  NC.  Conservative  groups 
in  other  states  published 
similar  newsletters.  The 
Conservative  Record  be- 
came the  longest  running  independent  newsletter 
through  the  SBC  conservative  resurgence,  pub- 
lishing for  over  20  years. 

The  publication  was  demonized  by  liberal 
leaders,  making  it  difficult  for  the  average  Baptist 
to  accept  the  Record  as  a  credible  source. 

When  Paige  Patterson  became  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary,  conservatives  in  NC  saw 
a  new  ray  of  hope.  Everyone  acknowledged  that 
the  seminary  had  always  had  a  profound  influ- 
ence on  Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina.  Mark 
Corts  once  observed  that  it  would  be  virtually 
impossible  for  this  state  to  turn  in  a  conservative 
direction  apart  from  the  seminary  taking  a  strong 
stand  on  scriptural  authority. 

Liberals  falsely  stated  that  Patterson  was  a 
key  player  in  CCB.  But  he  was  neither  organiza- 


tionally involved  nor  a  strategist  within  the  orga- 
nization. Those  of  us  in  the  leadership  of  the 
movement  knew  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  become  part  of  our  board  or  assume  a  key  role. 
We  sought  his  wise  counsel  on  occasion  and  we 
benefitted  from  his  perspective. 

But,  Patterson's  role  was  much  more  strategic. 
As  he  fulfilled  his  assignment  as  president  of  the 
seminary,  Southeastern  would  make  an  immea- 
surable impact  on  Baptist  churches.  Among  oth- 
er things,  he  focused  on  training  pastors  in  ex- 
pository preaching  and  equipping  those  men  to 
give  Great  Commission  leadership  to  churches. 

One  by  one,  many  stale 
churches  came  alive  and 
filled  the  baptistery  for  the 
first  time  in  years. 

His  influence  added 
credibility  to  The  Conserva- 
tive Record.  One  edition 
published  a  series  of  letters 
between  Patterson  and  R.  G. 
Puckett,  then  editor  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder.  The  cor- 
respondence demonstrated 
Patterson's  positive,  gentle- 
manly manner.  He  was  not 
the  mean-spirited  bully 
painted  by  moderate-liberal  journalists.  It 
opened  the  eyes  of  many  NC  Baptists,  and  that 
edition  was  CCB's  most  popular  issue. 

In  the  first  fifteen  years  of  CCB's  twenty-year 
history,  almost  every  meeting  included  discus- 
sions on  starting  a  new  state  convention  within 
NC.  We  watched  Virginia  and  Texas  form  new 
conventions  and  wondered  if  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  our  state  to  follow  the  same  path. 

I  believe  it  is  highly  probable  that  NC  would 
have  two  Baptist  conventions  today  if  Patterson 
had  not  been  called  as  president  of  Southeastern 
Seminary.  In  2012  we  have  a  strong,  vibrant  state 
convention  and  quality  leaders  who  have  a  posi- 
tive relationship  with  SEBTS.  Today  we  are  coop- 
erating to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission  with  re- 
newed passion. 
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INTERVIEW  WITH 


DR.  MARK  HARRIS 


i 


Dr.  Mark  Harris 
Pastor,  First  Baptist  Ciiarlotte, 
CliarlotteJC 
Interview  by  Michael  McEwen 


Southeastern:  What  was  the  state  of  South- 
eastern when  you  arrived  on  campus  in  1988? 

Harris:  In  October  of  1987,  the  Trustees  at 
Southeastern  had  just  accepted  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Randall  Lolley  as  President.  The  fall  Trust- 
ee meeting  was  the  first  time  a  majority  of  Trust- 
ees believed  in  the  inerrancy  of  Scripture  and 
they  were  willing  to  stand  on  that.  So,  I  got  word 
then  and  had  just  sent  in  my  application  to 
Southeastern,  and  I  knew  that  the  school  would 
be  a  more  "conservative-leaning"  Seminary. 

When  I  arrived  on  the  campus  of  January 
1988  as  a  new  M.Div.  student,  it  felt  like  a  spirit 
of  depression  was  over  the  campus.  Some  of  the 
faculty  seemed  discouraged  and  depressed,  and 
everybody  was  wondering  what  the  future  held 
for  Southeastern.  In  fact,  when  Dr.  Lolley  led  the 
new  students  in  orientation,  he  was  less  than 
positive  about  the  school.  One  of  the  reasons  why 


was  because  a  third  of  faculty  had  just  resigned 
after  the  Trustee  meeting  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

From  my  perspective,  one  of  the  biggest 
transitions  for  Southeastern  was  the  hiring  of  Dr. 
Lewis  Drummond  as  President  after  Dr.  Lolley. 
He  would  be  a  fresh  wind  blowing  into  South- 
eastern Seminary.  He  would  provide  a  gradual 
shift  in  the  direction  for  the  school  itself.  Prob- 
ably one  of  my  most  memorable  meetings  was 
with  Dr.  Drummond  in  the  fall  of  1988,  because 
I  was  very  discouraged  with  the  classes  I  was 
taking.  Some  of  the  teachings  were  "off  the  wall." 
I  had  been  so  discouraged  that  I  had  even  filled 
out  an  application  for  Southwestern  Seminary, 
but  Dr.  Drummond  encouraged  me  with  these 
words:  "Theological  education  was  indeed  a  lot 
like  eating  fish;  you  have  to  know  when  to  eat  the 
meat  and  when  to  spit  out  the  bones.  Admittedly," 
he  said  to  me,  "there  are  a  lot  of  bones  being 
served  up  at  this  seminary."  He  told  me  to  re- 
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main  patient  and  steadfast.  His  goal  and  commit- 
ment to  conservative  students  was  to  get  at  least 
a  conservative  in  each  of  the  disciplines  at  South- 
eastern. 


Southeastern:  What  were  some  perceptions  of 
a  few  of  the  North  Carolina  churches  when  Drum- 
mond  became  President  of  Southeastern? 

Harris:  I  think  there  was  a  "cautious  optimism" 
by  many  conservative  churches.  If  you  were  to  ask 
a  North  Carolina  native  the  status  of  the  seminar- 
ies, they  would  tell  you  that  Southwestern  was 
the  most  conservative  and  Southeastern  was  the 
most  liberal.  At  the  time,  if  you  wanted  to  be  a 
music  person,  you  went  to  Southern;  if  you  want- 
ed to  be  a  preacher,  you  went  to  Southwestern;  if 
you  wanted  to  be  a  liberal  theologian,  you  went 
to  Southeastern. 

You  have  to  remember  the  fact  that  the  Sem- 
inary was  losing  its  accreditation  and  the  theo- 
logical status  of  the  faculty  was  deathly  grim.  I 
think  that  Dr.  Drummond's  most  noted  decision 
was  his  strategic  hiring  of  Dr.  Russ  Bush  as  the 
Dean  of  the  Faculty.  This  move  sent  the  message 
that  Southeastern  would  be  headed  in  a  different 
direction,  especially  in  theological  education  and 
biblical  inerrancy.  Both  Bush  and  Drummond 
came  under  great  duress  from  the  community  at 
that  time  because  of  these  strategic  moves.  This, 
in  and  of  itself,  describes  the  friction  and  mood 
of  many  North  Carolina  churches  as  they  per- 
ceived Southeastern  moving  in  a  more  conserva- 
tive direction. 


Southeastern:  What  were  some  theological 
issues  that  you  experienced  within  the  class- 


room while  at  Southeastern? 

Harris:  We  were  told  in  my  Old  Testament 
class  that  you  really  had  to  stretch  it  if  you  want- 
ed to  believe  the  "historical  accuracy"  of  the  first 
eleven  chapters  of  Genesis.  Essentially,  I  was 
taught  in  a  few  of  my  Old  Testament  classes  that 
Genesis  i-ii  was  a  conglomeration  of  stories  cre- 
ated by  a  group  of  Jews  sitting  around  a  camp- 
fire. 

There  were  some  teachers  that  questioned 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  and  the  miracles  of  the 
Bible.  Certainly,  when  you  talk  about  the  his- 
torical accuracy  of  the  Old  Testament,  some 
didn't  believe  in  a  literal  Adam  and  Eve  and  a 
historical  and  literal  Garden.  These  are  major 
issues  when  you  think  about  a  theological  insti- 
tution. To  hold  the  belief  that  Christ  rose  from 
the  dead  or  performed  miracles  were  labeled 
"less  intellectual"  by  some  Southeastern  profes- 
sors at  this  time.  Rather  than  saying,  "Hey,  here 
are  two  or  three  views  on  a  biblical  issue"  some 
professors  condemned  conservative  beliefs  as 
complete  ignorance. 


Southeastern:  From  your  perspective,  what  is 
an  important  component  of  the  Conservative 
Resurgence? 

Harris:  In  recent  years.  Southeastern,  the 
North  American  Missions  Board  and  numerous 
church  plants  are  sending  out  individuals  to 
penetrate  the  lostness  in  the  world.  We  are  defi- 
nitely putting  forth  our  best  resources  and  this 
is  a  very  exciting  thing!  So,  from  what  I  am  see- 
ing, we  are  undoubtedly  hearing  the  call  of  the 
lost,  and  at  the  end  of  the  day,  I  think  we'll  look 
back  and  see  that  this  was  why  the  Conservative 
Resurgence  began. 
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The  Conservative  Resurgence,  which  oc- 
curred between  1969  and  2000,  is  the  title 
given  to  the  events  that  I  prefer  to  call  the  Con- 
servative Renaissance  in  Southern  Baptist  life. 
It  called  for  a  return  of  the  institutions  and  the 
commitments  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion to  those  doctrines  that  had  been  most  cer- 
tainly affirmed  among  us  and  particularly  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  inerrancy  of  Scripture. 
Implementation  at  Southeastern  Seminary 
came  slowly,  beginning  with  the  election  of 
Lewis  Drummond  as  President.  Every  effort 
was  made,  especially  by  Drummond,  to  pro- 
ceed compassionately  and  with  as  few  dismiss- 


als (actually  there  were  none)  as  possible.  As 
vacancies  occurred,  Drummond  brought  new 
faculty  to  the  seminary,  a  practice  that  I  con- 
tinued. Drummond  brought  to  the  faculty 
Wayne  McDill,  Phil  Roberts,  Maurice  Robin- 
son, James  Cogdill,  and  Stephen  Andrews. 
Also  the  trustees,  several  years  before  Drum- 
mond's  retirement,  appointed  Russ  Bush  as 
Academic  Dean  for  the  institution.  The  gen- 
eral idea  behind  the  approach  was  to  change 
the  faculty  and  thereby  change  the  direction  of 
the  institution. 

Southeastern  was  a  school  conceived  in 
neo-orthodoxy  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
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or  two  men,  had  never  had  faculty  who  en- 
dorsed a  high  view  of  Scripture.  Even  one  of 
these  two  overtly  denied  the  inerrancy  of  Holy 
Scripture,  and  the  other  never  endorsed  it. 
Consequently,  the  vast  majority  of  the  church- 
es in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  were 
led  by  inerrantists  while  supporting  several 
institutions  staffed  by  men  who  never  en- 
dorsed (it)  at  all.  Further  examples,  such  as 
the  large  number  of  pro- 
homosexual  books  in  the 
library  and  the  paucity  of 
graduates  serving  in  the 
fields  of  evangelism  and/ 
or  missions,  can  be  given 
to  affirm  the  seminary's 
general  drift  increasingly 
to  the  left. 

The  Board  of  Trustees 
for  Southeastern  Semi- 
nary took  a  bold  step  forward  in  calling  Lewis 
Drummond  as  President  of  the  seminary.  A 
bare  majority  (on  the  Board  of  Trustees),  with 
probably  16  out  of  30  votes,  were  conservative. 
The  role  of  remarkable  trustees  who  stood 
against  the  tide  should  be  clearly  noticed.  Par- 
ticular attention  should  be  paid  to  Cecil 
Rhodes,  a  physician  in  eastern  North  Carolina, 
and  Bob  Crowley,  the  pastor  of  a  prominent 
Maryland  congregation,  who  gave  decisive 
leadership  to  the  board  at  this  time.  When 
Drummond's  health  led  him  into  retirement,  I 
was  called  as  President.  I  was  joined  in  the 
journey  to  Southeastern  by  Danny  Akin— who 
would  eventually  become  the  next  President, 


The  role  of  remarkable 
trustees  who  stood  against 
the  tide  should  be  clearly 
noticed. 


mm 


Keith  Eitel,  Gerald  Cowen,  Gary  Galeotti,  Da- 
vid Lanier,  and  Paul  Carlisle.  With  the  profes- 
sors whom  Dr.  Drummond  had  already  hired, 
this  group  within  the  faculty  was  sufficient  to 
begin  to  chart  a  new  direction  for  the  semi- 
nary and  establish  the  Conservative  Renais- 
sance at  Southeastern.  Within  the  Convention 
itself,  other  events,  such  as  the  publication  of 
Baptists  and  the  Bible  by  L.  Russ  Bush  and 
Tom  Nettles,  as  well  as  the 
pulpit  hegemony  of  the 
conservative  movement 
leaders,  including  Adrian 
Rogers,  Jerry  Vines, 
Charles  Stanley,  Ed  Young, 
Bailey  Smith  and  others, 
began  to  lead  the  crest  of 
the  wave  that  eventually 
washed  the  convention 
with  success. 
When  I  became  President  of  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  the  first  order 
of  business  had  to  be  the  rebuilding  of  a  cred- 
ible, conservative  faculty.  The  foundation  of 
that  task  has  already  been  noted,  and  the  work 
continued  with  each  faculty  appointment 
made  thereafter. 

The  second  item  of  concern  was  the  re- 
building of  the  student  body,  which  had  dwin- 
dled in  the  beginning  of  my  second  year  to 
fewer  than  500.  That  quickly  rebounded  and 
began  the  growth  that  has  continued  through 
the  years  of  Dr.  Akin's  presidency.  Third,  we 
had  been  placed  on  probation  by  both  accred- 
iting associations,  and  the  institution  was  in 


OUTLOOK 
sebts.edu 


financial  exigency. 

After  one  year,  the  financial  emergency 
was  declared  over,  and  the  institution  was 
able  to  show  an  ability  to  operate  in  the  black. 
Initially,  the  little  funding  available  in  endow- 
ment had  been  lost.  The  tobacco  money  went 
away  when  the  campus  was  declared  smoke- 
free.  That  endowment  once  again  had  to  be 
rebuilt.  Working  carefully  with  donors  in 
sympathy  with  the  Con- 
servative movement  and 
moving  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  law  with  the 
accrediting  associations, 
financial  viability  and  en- 
dowment were  reestab- 
lished. While  I  am  decid- 
edly not  a  fan  of  accrediting 
associations,  the  decision 
of  our  six  seminaries  has 
been  to  work  with  them; 
and,  consequently,  I  felt 
the  need  to  proceed.  Widespread  preaching 
engagements  throughout  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  made  it  possible  for  me  to  contact 
a  large  number  of  pastors  and  students,  alter 
the  image  of  Southeastern  Seminary,  and  be- 
gin to  cut  off  the  trek  to  the  West,  which  had 
been  characteristic  of  conservative,  Bible- 
believing  seminary  students  from  the  East 
Coast.  Now  they  began  to  come  to  Southeast- 
ern. 

While  certainly  the  question  of  the  iner- 
rancy of  the  Bible  was  a  divisive  question  in 
the  80s  and  the  90s,  in  some  ways  it  was  less 


The  early  days  at 
Southeastern  were  marked 
by  antagonism  from  most 
directors  of  missions,  from 
many  pastors,  and  from 
the  state  leadership. 


divisive  than  appearances  suggest.  While  the 
conventions  themselves  were  closely  contest- 
ed, the  vast  majority  of  those  who  actually 
rejected  inerrancy  were  only  a  small  group 
within  the  Convention.  Although,  any  effort 
to  establish  the  percentage  that  rested  in  each 
camp  is  destined  for  serious  questions,  one 
can  safely  say  that  less  than  10%  of  the  Con- 
vention was  actually  committed  to  the  theory 
that  there  were  serious  er- 
rors in  the  Bible.  Unques- 
tionably many  more  sim- 
ply did  not  know,  but  there 
were  not  that  many  hard- 
core, neo-orthodox  or  lib- 
eral Southern  Baptists. 
However,  these  men  were 
in  prominent  positions, 
and  that  is  what  created 
the  seriousness  of  the  con- 
test. 

The  early  days  at 
Southeastern  were  marked  by  antagonism 
from  most  directors  of  missions,  from  many 
pastors,  and  from  the  state  leadership,  espe- 
cially in  North  Carolina  and  the  border  states 
of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia.  But 
as  the  seminary  grew  stronger  and  the  gradu- 
ates began  to  infiltrate  other  states,  leader- 
ship changed;  and  gradually  the  seminary's 
position  was  also  changed.  In  a  period  of  less 
than  10  years.  Southeastern  moved  from  be- 
ing the  most  liberal  seminary  to  being  ac- 
knowledged as  the  most  conservative  and 
missionary-focused  of  all  the  seminaries. 


D 

Dr.  Daniel  Akin 

President,  Professor  of 
Preaching  and  Teaciiing,  SEBTS 


I  am  a  child  and  product  of  the  "Conservative 
Resurgence"  (CR).  I  was  a  student  at  Criswell  Col- 
lege (1977-80)  when  it  began  with  the  election  of 
Adrian  Rogers  in  1979  in  Houston,  and  beginning 
in  1982 1  have  attended  every  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  with  one  excep- 
tion. I  saw  up  close  and  personal  the  "Battle  for  the 
Bible."  Looking  back  I  believe  the  battle  was  neces- 
sary. Our  Convention  was  moving  rapidly  towards 
the  deadly  quicksand  of  liberalism  and  a  radical 
course  correction  was  needed.  By  God's  grace  it 
happened. 

Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


(SEBTS)  is  the  fruit  of  the  CR,  and  that  fruit  is  mul- 
tiplying across  America  and  around  the  globe  as  we 
pursue  the  final  marching  orders  of  King  Jesus 
given  to  us  in  the  Great  Commission  (Matt  28:16- 
20;  Acts  1:8). 

SEBTS  is  serious  about  the  Great  Commission. 
However,  with  the  genesis  of  a  movement  called  the 
"Great  Commission  Resurgence"  (GCR),  the  bar  was 
raised  and  the  spirit  of  the  Great  Commission 
caught  even  greater  fire.  It  continues  to  blaze  across 
the  campus. 

In  the  spring  of  2009  I  preached  a  message  en- 
titled "Axioms  of  a  Great  Commission  Resurgence." 
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In  so  many  ways  that  message  embodied  who 
SEBTS  is  and  aspires  to  be  in  the  future  for  the 
glory  of  God.  What  follows  is  an  abridged  and 
slightly  edited  version  of  that  message.  I  pray  that 
it  resonates  with  your  heart,  for  it  is  the  heart  of 
SEBTS. 

Southern  Baptists  today  run  the  risk  of  being 
distracted  from  the  main  thing.  Many  of  the  issues 
we  are  emphasizing  and  debating  are  interesting 
things,  but  they  are  not  the  most  important  things. 


They  don't  line  up  well  with  the  priorities  we  find 
revealed  in  Holy  Scripture.  The  result:  we  are  frac- 
tured and  factionalizing.  How  do  we  change  this? 
How  do  we  get  in  sync  with  the  Savior's  heart,  a 
heart  that  cried,  "I  have  come  to  seek  and  save  that 
which  is  lost"  (Luke  19:10)?  I  share— humbly  and 
with  no  illusion  that  I  have  all  the  answers— 12  axi- 
oms, or  values,  that  I  believe  can  move  us  in  the 
right  direction.  You  see,  the  CR  was  always  about 
the  GCR! 


We  must  commit  ourselves  to  the  total  and  absolute  tordship  of  Jesus  Christ  in  every 
area  of  our  lives. 


(Col  3:16-17, 23- 


Jesus  Christ  must  be  our  passion  and 
priority.  We  must  aspire  to  both  know  Him 
and  love  Him  more  fully.  We  must  long  to  see 
Him  "come  to  have  first  place  in  everything" 
(Col.  1:18). 

Southern  Baptists  need  to  become  more 
than  ever  "a  Jesus  intoxicated  people,"  re- 


turning to  our  first  love.  (Rev  2:4-5).  When 
the  world  thinks  of  us,  they  should  think 
first,  "those  are  the  folks  in  love  with  Jesus. 
They  are  the  people  obsessed  with  Jesus. 
There  are  some  that  talk  and  act  and  serve 
and  love  like  Jesus.  Southern  Baptists  are 
Jesus  people!" 


We  must  be  gospel  centered  in  all  our  endeavors  for  the  glory  of  God. 


The  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
gospel  is  what  it  is  all  about.  It  is  why  we  ex- 
ist as  the  people  of  God.  Being  "gospel-cen- 
tered" means  we  are  "grace-centered."  Being 
gospel-centered  means  we  proclaim  His  vic- 
tory over  death,  hell,  the  grave,  and  sin  by 
His  substitutionary  atonement  and  glorious 
resurrection.  It  means  we  proclaim  to  all 
that  whosoever  calls  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  trusts  in  Christ  and  Christ  alone, 
will  be  saved  (Rom.  10:13). 


A  radically  gospel-centered  life  also  will 
ensure  that  the  bloody  cross  of  a  crucified 
King  is  the  offense  to  non-believers  rather 
than  our  styles,  traditions,  legalisms,  moral- 
isms,  preferences  or  sourpuss  attitudes!  Too 
many  of  our  people  have  lost  the  meaning 
and  therefore  the  wonder  of  the  gospel.  We 
must  get  it  right  once  again  if  we  are  to  expe- 
rience a  GCR.  No  gospel,  no  GCR.  It  really  is 
that  simple. 
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We  must  take  our  stand  on  the  firm  foundation  of  the  inerrant  and  infallible  Word  of  God, 
affirming  its  sufficiency  in  all  matters. 


(Matt  5:17-18;  John  10:35;  17:17;  2  Tim  3:16-17;  2  Peter  1:20- 


Southern  Baptists  won  the  "battle  for  the 
Bible"  that  began  in  1979.  Men  like  Jimmy 
Draper,  Paige  Patterson,  Paul  Pressler,  Adrian 
Rogers,  and  Jerry  Vines  spilt  their  blood  and 
put  their  ministries  on  the  line  because  they 
saw  what  the  poison  of  liberalism  was  doing  to 
our  Convention  and  its  institution. 

However,  the  "war  for  the  Bible"  is  not  over 
and  it  will  never  end  until  Jesus  returns. 


Launched  by  Satan  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  "has 
God  said,"  will  continue  to  be  under  assault, 
and  we  must  ever  be  on  guard  and  ready  to 
answer  those  who  question  its  veracity  and  ac- 
curacy. 

Inerrancy  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  Bible 
in  all  matters  of  faith  and  practice  must  never 
again  be  up  for  debate  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 


We  must  devote  ourselves  to  a  radical  pursuit  of  the  Great  Commission  in  the  context  of 
obeying  the  Great  Commandments. 


(Matt  28:16-20;  22:37-40) 


A  devoted  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  gets  ex- 
cited about  1)  reaching  the  nations  for  Christ; 
2)  reaching  our  nation  for  Christ;  and  3)  doing 
so  in  a  manner  that  is  biblically  and  theologi- 
cally sound.  Why?  Because  all  three  are  in  the 
DNA  of  the  Great  Commission.  Praise  God,  all 
three  are  in  the  DNA  of  SEBTS.  However,  a 
real  GCR  will  not  only  possess  Great  Commis- 
sion DNA,  it  will  also  be  alive  with  Great  Com- 
mandment DNA  too.  The  ultimate  motivation 
for  the  Great  Commission  is  love  of  God  and  a 


passion  to  be  on  mission  with  Him.  But,  flow- 
ing out  of  love  for  God,  will  be  a  genuine  love 
for  people,  "all  people,"  something  too  many  of 
us  have  lost  somewhere  along  the  way. 

If  we  love  Jesus  as  we  should,  we  will  love 
sinners  as  we  ought  and  pursue  them  as  He  did. 
We  will  not  condemn  them,  as  that  is  the  busi- 
ness of  God;  we  will  love  them,  serve  them  and 
tell  them  of  a  Savior  who  cares  for  their  soul. 
The  Great  Commission  and  the  Great  Com- 
mandments always  go  hand  in  hand. 


We  must  affirm  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  2000  as  a  healthy  and  sufficient  guide  for 
building  a  theological  consensus  for  partnership  in  the  gospel,  refusing  to  be  sidetracked  by 
unnecessary  theological  agendas  that  distract  us  from  our  Lord's  Commission. 


Some  things  are  worth  fighting  over,  and 
some  things  are  not.  Some  things  are  worth 
dividing  over,  and  some  things  are  not.  At  the 
"Building  Bridges  Conference"  I  put  it  like  this, 
and  I  have  not  changed  my  mind:  "Our  agree- 
ment on  The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  2000 
is  an  asset,  not  a  weakness.  It  is  a  plus  and  not 


a  minus.  If  I  were  to  pen  my  own  confession 
it  would  not  look  exactly  like  the  BF&M  2000. 
But  then  I  do  not  want  nor  do  I  need  people 
exactly  like  me  in  order  to  work  together  for 
the  proclamation  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  building  of  His  church.  Our  confes- 
sion is  a  solid  foundation  for  a  sound  theology 
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that  avoids  the  pitfalls  of  a  straightjacket  the- 
ology. Do  we  want  or  need  a  theology  that 
rules  out  of  bounds  open  theism,  universal- 
ism  and  inclusivism,  faulty  perspectives  on 
the  atonement,  gender-role  confusion,  works 
salvation,  apostasy  of  true  believers,  infant 
baptism  and  non-congregational  ecclesiolo- 
gies,  just  to  name  a  few?  Yes,  we  do. 

These  theological  errors  have  never  char- 
acterized who  we  are  as  Southern  Baptists 
and  they  have  no  place  in  our  denomination 
today.  Inerrancy  is  not  up  for  debate.  The  de- 
ity of  Jesus  and  His  sinless  life  are  not  up  for 
debate.  The  triune  nature  of  God  as  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit  is  not  up  for  debate.  The 
perfect  atoning  work  of  Christ  as  a  penal  sub- 


stitute for  sinners  is  not  up  for  debate.  Salva- 
tion by  grace  alone  through  faith  alone  in 
Christ  alone  is  not  up  for  debate.  A  regenerate 
church  is  not  up  for  debate.  Believers'  baptism 
by  immersion  is  not  up  for  debate.  The  glori- 
ous historical  and  personal  return  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  not  up  for  debate.  The  reality  of  an 
eternal  heaven  and  an  eternal  hell  is  not  up 
for  debate. 

The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  2000  is  a 
solid  confession  for  building  theological  con- 
sensus for  Great  Commission  Cooperation. 
The  promise  of  the  CR  was  that  we  could  find 
common,  biblical,  theological  ground  that 
would  be  more  than  enough  to  get  us  focused 
on  the  Great  Commission.  I  think  we  have  it. 


We  must  dedicate  ourselves  to  a  passionate  pursuit  of  the  Great  Commission  of  tlie  tord  Jesus 

6 across  our  nation  and  to  all  nations  answering  the  call  to  go,  disciple,  baptize  and  teach  all 
that  the  tord  commanded. 
^   (Matt  28:16-20;  Acts  1:8;  Rom  15;  15:20) 


Southern  Baptists  were  born,  in  part,  out 
of  a  racist  context  and  have  a  racist  heritage. 
By  God's  grace  and  the  Spirit's  conviction,  we 
publicly  repented  of  this  in  1995  on  our  150th 
anniversary,  and  in  2012  we  elected  Fred  Lu- 
ter  as  president  of  the  SBC.  But,  there  is  still 
much  work  to  be  done.  Until  we  get  it  right 
about  race  I  am  convinced  God  will  not  visit  us 
with  revival. 

Starting  at  home  we  must  pursue  a  vision 
for  our  churches  that  looks  like  the  church  in 
heaven.  Yes,  we  must  go  around  the  world  to 
reach  Asians  and  Europeans,  Africans  and 
South  Americans.  But  we  must  also  go  across 


the  street,  down  the  road,  and  into  every  cor- 
ner of  our  local  mission  field  where  God  in 
grace  has  brought  the  nations  here.  This  is  es- 
pecially true  of  our  colleges,  universities  and 
major  cities. 

This  will  demand  little  boys  sitting  down 
and  men  of  God  standing  up.  Reaching,  for  ex- 
ample, Muslim  men,  will  require  Christian 
men  both  in  America  and  around  the  world! 
This  will  demand  a  radical  reorienting  of  life- 
styles, priorities,  commitments,  and  perspec- 
tives. Business  as  usual  as  a  denomination  and 
as  individuals  will  not  be  an  option  if  a  real 
GCR  is  to  take  place. 


We  must  covenant  to  build  gospel-saturated  homes  that  see  children  as  a  gift  from  God  and 
as  our  first  and  primary  mission  field. 


[Deut  6:1-9;  Psalm  127;  128;  Eph  6:4) 

Southern  Baptists  too  often  have  been  se- 
duced by  the  sirens  of  modernity  in  a  very  im- 
portant place.  We  have  been  seduced  in  how 
we  do  family  and  how  many  we  should  have  in 


the  home. 

We  have  been  seduced  with  respect  to  the 
gift  of  children. 

-  Children  are  a  burden  not  a  blessing. 
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-  Less  is  best  or  at  least  less  is  better. 

-  Result:  have  less  children! 

We  have  been  seduced  with  respect  to  the 
importance  of  motherhood. 

-  It  is  an  inferior  calling. 

-  It  can  be  delegated,  at  least  in  part,  to 
another. 

We  have  been  seduced  with  respect  to  the 
role  of  dad. 

-  He  is  a  bumbling  idiot. 

-  He  is  not  necessary,  maybe  not  even 
needed. 

We  have  been  seduced  with  respect  to  what 
a  good  home  is  and  does.  Let  me  clarify  what 


a  good  home  looks  like: 

-  It  loves  Jesus. 

-  It  honors  God. 

-  It  teaches  the  Bible. 

-  It  casts  a  vision  for  spiritual  greatness. 

-  It  has  fun! 

-  It  lets  go  so  that  our  children  may  soar 
for  the  glory  of  God! 

Will  you  pray  for  God  to  call  your  children 
and  grandchildren  into  vocational  ministry? 
To  go  to  the  nations  far  away  and  to  the  hard 
places  as  an  international  missionary?!  How 
you  answer  these  questions  will  reveal  much 
about  your  heart. 


We  must  recognize  the  need  to  rethink  our  Convention  structure  and  identity  so  that  we 
nnaximize  our  energy  and  resources  for  the  fulfilling  of  the  Great  Commission. 


(1  Cor  10:31) 

Too  much  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion is  aiming  at  a  culture  that  went  out  of  exis- 
tence years  ago.  Using  mid-20th  century  meth- 
ods and  strategies,  we  cannot  understand  why 
they  are  not  working  in  the  21st  century.  Life- 
Way  president  Thom  Rainer  has  challenged  us 
to  do  simple  church.  I  want  to  challenge  us  to 
do  simple  Convention.  Let's  streamline  our 
structure,  clarify  our  identity  and  maximize  our 
resources. 

Let  me  raise  a  question:  are  we  distracted 
by  doing  many  good  things  but  not  giving  our 
full  attention  to  the  best  things?  Church  plant- 
ing in  the  United  States,  pioneer  missions 
around  the  world  and  theological  education  is  a 
3-legged  stool  I  believe  most  Southern  Baptists 


would  gladly  occupy!  Let  others  do  what  they 
can  do.  Let  us  focus  on  what  only  Christ  has 
commissioned  us  to  do.  Prioritize  and  simplify. 

Our  mission  will  require  aggressive  and  in- 
tentional cooperation  in  church  planting.  I 
thank  God  for  Kevin  Ezell  and  what  is  happen- 
ing at  NAMB.  The  churches  we  plant  must  be 
sound  in  their  doctrine,  contextual  in  their 
forms,  and  aggressive  in  their  evangelistic  and 
mission  orientation.  In  order  to  make  this  work, 
we  need  renewed  commitment  from  our  church- 
es, local  associations,  and  state  conventions. 
Nothing  less  than  a  new  vision  and  a  new  para- 
digm for  effective  and  efficient  cooperation  will 
inspire  a  new  generation  to  get  on  board  and 
stay  on  board. 


We  must  see  the  necessity  for  pastors  to  be  faithful  Bible  preachers  who  teach  us  both  the 
content  of  the  Scriptures  and  the  theology  embedded  in  the  Scriptures. 

(2  Tim  4:1-5) 

Today  I  sense  a  real  hunger  in  a  younger  Christian  theology.  That  is  a  wonderfully  pos- 
generation  for  strong  Bible  teaching  and      itive  sign.  With  the  waning  of  a  cultural  Chris- 
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tianity  that  cannot  survive  the  attacks  of  a 
sophisticated  and  growing  secularism,  only 
faithful  teaching  of  the  Bible  will  equip  2ist 
century  believers  to  stand  strong  as  defenders 
of  the  faith  once  for  all  delivered  to  the  saints 
(Jude  3). 

We  need  a  new  battalion  of  well-trained 
expositors  who  preach  the  whole  Bible  book-by- 
book,  chapter-by-chapter,  verse-by-verse, 
phrase-by-phrase  and  word-by-word.  Those 
who  expound  the  Bible  faithfully,  theologically 
and  practically  will  work  the  hardest,  sweat  the 
most,  and  wrestle  with  God  and  His  Word  with 
the  greatest  investment  and  intensity. 

I  am  absolutely  convinced  there  is  a  genet- 
ic connection  between  an  impotent  pulpit  and 
an  indifference  concerning  the  Great  Commis- 
sion. Some  pulpiteers  simply  want  to  be  cute  or 
edgy.  If  the  Bible  is  used  at  all,  it  is  usually  as  a 


proof-text  out  of  context  with  no  real  connec- 
tion to  what  the  biblical  author  is  saying.  Such 
men  are  guilty  of  ministerial  malpractice  over 
their  congregation.  What  our  churches  need  is 
"expository  preaching  that  is  text-driven  and 
honors  the  truth  of  Scripture  as  it  was  given  by 
the  Holy  Spirit." 

Pastors  are  not  journey  guides,  self-help 
gurus,  positive  thinkers,  entertainers,  comedi- 
ans, or  liberal  or  conservative  commentators, 
parroting  the  wisdom  of  the  world.  They  are 
gospel  preachers,  Jesus-intoxicated  heralds! 
Any  theology  that  does  not  compel  you  to  plead 
with  men  to  be  reconciled  with  God  is  a  theol- 
ogy not  worth  having.  Any  preaching  that  does 
not  expect  the  living  and  powerful  Word  of  God 
to  produce  results  and  usher  in  conversions  is 
preaching  that  should  be  retired  to  the  grave- 
yard where  it  rightfully  belongs. 


We  must  encourage  pastors  to  see  themselves  as  the  head  of  a  gospel  missions  agency  who 
will  lead  the  way  in  calling  out  the  called  for  international  assignments,  but  who  will  also 
equip  and  train  all  their  people  to  see  themselves  as  missionaries  for  Jesus  regardless  of 
vocation  or  geographical  location.  (Eph  4:11-16] 


Missions  is  not  a  ministry  of  the  church,  it 
is  at  the  heart  of  the  church's  identity  and  es- 
sence. 

The  strategic  and  biblical  importance  of  the 
local  church  in  this  regard  must  be  recaptured. 


The  local  church  must  be  ground  zero  for  the 
missio  Dei.  A  new  vision  that  I  pray  will  grip  the 
churches  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is, 
"every  church  a  missionary  church!"  That  is  cer- 
tainly the  goal  SEBTS  has  for  its  graduates. 


We  must  pledge  ourselves  to  a  renewed  cooperation  that  is  gospel-centered  and  built 
around  a  biblical  and  theological  core,  not  methodological  consensus  or  agreement. 

(Phil  2:1-5;  4:2-9] 


There  are  essential  and  non-negotiable 
components  of  biblical  worship  and  work. 
However,  there  is  no  specific  biblical  style  or 
method  ordained  by  our  God.  What  will  unite 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  future  will  not  be 


style,  methodology  and  preference.  Any  past 
hegemony  of  methods  and  programs  is  gone, 
and  it  is  not  coming  back.  How  we  do  things 
will  be  expansive  and  diverse.  The  key  will  be 
that  what  we  do  is  filtered  through  the  purify- 
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ing  waters  of  Scripture  so  that  we  honor  Jesus 
and  glorify  the  Father  in  all  that  we  do. 

Different  contexts  will  demand  different 
strategies  and  methods.  Cultivating  the  mind 
of  a  missionary  we  will  ask,  "What  is  the  best 
way  to  reach  the  people  where  I  live?"  Way- 
cross,  Georgia  will  look  different  than  Las 
Vegas,  Nevada  and  Montgomery,  Alabama  will 
look  different  than  Portland,  Oregon.  Boston 
will  be  different  than  Dallas.  Memphis  will 
have  a  different  strategy  than  Miami.  Various 
ethnic  believers  and  social/cultural  tribes  will 
worship  the  same  God,  adore  the  same  Jesus, 
believe  the  same  Bible,  and  preach  the  same 
gospel.  However,  they  may  meet  in  different 
kinds  of  structures,  wear  different  kinds  of 
clothes,  sing  different  kinds  of  songs,  and  en- 


gage in  different  kinds  of  ministries. 

The  point  is  simply  this:  we  must  treat  our 
nation  missiologically  and  do  so  with  the 
same  seriousness  that  our  international  mis- 
sionaries treat  their  people  groups  missiolog- 
ically. As  long  as  it  is  done  for  the  glory  of  God, 
has  biblical  warrant,  and  theological  integrity 
I  say  "Praise  the  Lord!" 

If  we  seek  to  build  a  consensus  around 
style  or  methods  we  will  continue  to  balkan- 
ize,  and  lose  important  ground.  If  we  will 
build  a  consensus  around  Jesus  and  the  gos- 
pel, we  can,  we  will,  cooperate  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  God's  Kingdom.  Theology 
should  drive  our  cooperation  and  not  tradi- 
tion. The  message  of  the  gospel  will  unite  us 
not  methods! 


We  must  accept  our  constant  need  to  humble  ourselves  and  repent  of  pride,  arrogance, 

^jealousy,  hatred,  contentions,  lying,  selfish  ambitions,  laziness,  complacency,  idolatry  and 
other  sins  of  the  flesh;  pleading  with  our  tord  to  do  what  only  He  can  do  in  us  and  through 
^  ^   us  and  all  for  His  glory.  (Gal  5:22-26;  James  4:1-10) 


I  am  convinced  we  can  be  better  than  who 
we  are  today.  I  also  am  convinced  that  we  can 
do  more  together  than  we  could  ever  do  apart. 
However,  we  have  to  stop  doing  everything  we 
do  "for  us!"  We  have,  in  many  ways,  become  a 
selfish  people.  We  must  once  more  start  doing 
what  we  do  for  others,  beginning  with  Jesus. 

God  is  going  to  turn  this  world  upside 
down.  We  can  be  a  part  of  this  if  we  are  more 
passionate  for  His  glory  than  our  conveniences 


and  comforts.  God  is  going  to  turn  this  world 
upside  down,  and  we  can  be  a  part  of  what  He 
is  doing  if  we  humble  ourselves  and  focus  on 
loving  and  working  with  one  another  to  seek 
and  save  the  lost.  Older  believers  need  to  ac- 
knowledge, "We  need  the  energy  and  fresh 
ideas  of  a  younger  generation."  Younger  believ- 
ers need  to  realize,  "We  need  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  our  parents  and  grandparents." 
We  really  do  need  each  other. 


Conclusion 

In  the  2004  Outlook  Magazine  I  said,  "I  do  count  it  a  great,  great  honor  to  come  back  home  and  be  part  of 
one  of  the  greatest  schools  in  the  world.  I  don't  have  a  renovation  assignment.  I  have  a  glorious  assignment  of 
climbing  on  board  a  speeding  train  that  is  gloriously  going  in  the  right  direction."  I  believed  that  in  2004. 1  still 
believe  that  in  2012.  You  see,  the  CR  was  always  about  the  GCR. 
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9Marks 

at  Southeastern 

a  conference  about  the  church,  for  the  church 

Attendees  from  as  far  as  Maine  and  Colorado  gathered  at 
Southeastern  Senninary  to  hear  the  proficient  speal<ers  dis- 
cuss the  biblical  doctrine  of  authentic  conversion  on  Sep- 
tember 28th-29th.  Throughout  the  six  sessions,  the  speak- 
ers—Daniel Akin,  Thabiti  Anyabwile,  Matt  Chandler,  Mark 
□ever,  Tony  Merida,  and  David  Piatt— unearthed  Scnp- 
ture's  rich  and  powerful  teachings  on  true  biblical  conver- 
sion. 

David  Piatt,  pastor  at  The  Church  at  Brook  Hills  in  Birming- 
ham, AL,  commenced  the  conference  on  the  topic  of  the 
glory  of  God-centered  conversion.  Next,  Daniel  Akin,  pres- 
ident of  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  taught 
from  Ephesians  2:1-10  on  Paul's  four  spiritual  laws  of  con- 
version. Pastor  of  Imago  Dei  in  Raleigh,  NC,  Tony  Merida, 
addressed  conversion  from  the  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son. 
On  Saturday,  Mark  Dever,  Pastor  of  Capitol  Hill  Baptist 
Church  challenged  the  1300+  audience  to  the  see  the  uni- 
versal scope  of  salvation.  After  Dever,  Thabiti  Anyabwile, 
Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Grand  Cayman,  Cayman 
Islands  spoke  on  1  Thessallonians  1  and  how  God  turns 
the  recipients  of  the  gospel  into  models  of  himself  in  order 
to  initiate  them  into  gospel  mission.  Lastly,  Matt  Chandler, 
Pastor  of  The  Village  Church  in  Dallas,  TX,  brought  the  2012 
OMarks  Conference  to  an  end  with  a  message  from  Ro- 
mans 8:26-29.  He  said  that  in  order  to  truly  understand 
these  verses  in  Romans  8,  one  has  to  read  the  entirety  of 
it.  Too  many  pastors  and  believers  read  only  8:28  and  fail 
to  see  the  larger  context. 


Events  from 

Around  Southeastern 


Top  Left:  Students  gather  for  a  mid-semester  Coffee  House  at  the 
Ledford  Center 

Top  Right:  Crenshaw  Consulting  Engineers  Team  — Bob  Crenshaw, 
Bill  Faulkenberry,  David  Horner,  and  Jim  Crenshaw— won  this  year's 
Southeastern  Classic  at  Wakefield  Plantation 

Center:  New  Student  Ohentation  Project  at  the  Boys  &  Girls  Club  in 
Wake  Forest 

Left:  Rapper  Shai  Linne  performing  at  Binkley  Chapel  for  students 
during  Preview  Day 
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Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

On  the  Web 

danielakin.com 
sebts.edu/blog 
sebts.edu/missions 
sebts.edu/multimedia 
betweenthetimes.com 
southeasterntheologicalreview.com 


facebook.com/sebts 


flickr.com/photos/southeastern 
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Faculty  Books 


science  and  theology 


1 


Science  and  Theology:  An  Assessment  ofAlister  McGrath's 
Critical  Realism 

James  K.  Dew,  Jr. 

Dew's  work  of  assessing  Mister  McGratln's  Scientific  Tlieology  is  most  helpful  in 
coming  to  grips  with  how  we  should  understand  the  contributions  made  by  both 
science  and  theology  to  knowledge.  Science  and  theology  are  not  in  conflict  with 
one  another,  but  rather  complement  one  another  in  their  search  for  truth. 

Specifically,  McGrath  has  claimed  that  science  is  an  ancilla  theologia,  a 
handmaiden  to  theology,  rather  than  being  at  odds  with  theology.  This  thesis  is  that 
which  Dew  devotes  a  large  part  of  his  work,  and  he  offers  a  well-researched,  well- 
articulated,  and  persuasive  treatment  of  McGrath.  He  has  also  made  important 
contributions  of  his  own,  alongside  those  of  McGrath,  to  the  conversation  about  the 
nature  of  the  relationship  between  science  and  theology,  as  well  as  the  nature  of 
truth  itself  and  its  accessibility  to  us  as  knowers. 


Pursuing  Peace:  A  Christian  Guide  to  Handling  Our  Conflicts 

Robert  D.  Jones 


Dr.  Robert  Jones  offers  a  step-by-step  process  for  pursuing  peace  in  all  one's 
relationships.  Jones'  book  is  biblical,  Christ-centered,  practical,  and  proven.  It  relies 
on  the  absolute  authority,  sufficiency,  and  life-giving  power  of  God's  Spirit-breathed 
Word;  hence  it's  biblical.  It  is  also  Christ-centered:  it  depends  on  the  forgiving  and 
empowering  grace  of  Jesus  Christ.  From  a  practical  perspective,  Pursuing  Peace 
provides  concrete  action  steps,  case  examples,  discussion  questions,  and 
suggested  language  to  handle  specific  situations.  Lastly,  this  book  is  proven:  it  offers 
tried-and-true  methods  from  a  pastor,  professor,  counselor,  and  certified  Christian 
conciliator  who  has  led  couples,  churches,  and  Christian  schools  to  make  peace  for 
over  twenty-five  years. 

Packed  with  wisdom  and  practical  techniques.  Pursuing  Peace  will  send  you  on 
your  way  to  pursuing  peace  while  helping  others  to  do  the  same. 


Orphanology:  Awakening  to  Gospel-Centered  Adoption  and 
Orphan  Care 

Tony  Merida  and  Rick  Morton 

Orphanology  is  a  book  about  brokenness  and  redemption.  It  focuses  on  orphans 
and  adoption,  but  at  the  center  of  the  book,  like  all  of  life,  is  God's  eternal  story,  the 
gospel. 

"Of  course,"  writes  Merida  in  the  introduction,  "this  is  not  simply  a  book  about 
bringing  home  the  fatherless  or  about  providing  food  and  shelter  for  them.  It's  about 
the  gospel.  If  there  is  a  running  theme  through  Orphanology,  it's  that  Rick  and  I  are 
calling  for  an  awakening  to  the  key  answer  for  reaching  the  world's  orphans:  gospel- 
centered  adoption  and  orphan  care." 
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Around  Southeastern 

Briefs  and  News  from  Campus,  Chapel  and  Alumni  Events 


Changes  at  Southeastern  in  2012 

During  the  business  session  in  tlie  fall,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  formally  elected  three  current  professors  to 
new  positions  and  one  new  professor  to  the 
adnninistration  and  faculty  at  Southeastern. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Keathley,  Professor  of  Theology  and 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  transitioned  from  his  administrative 
position  as  Senior  Vice  President  for  Academic 
Administration  to  lead  the  L.  Russ  Bush  Center  for  Faith 
and  Culture. 

The  Trustees  also  elected  Dr.  Bruce  Ashford, 
Associate  Professor  of  Theology  and  Culture,  former 
Dean  of  the  College  at  Southeastern,  and  Fellow  for  the 
Bush  Center  for  Faith  and  Culture,  to  the  position  of 
Provost— a  title  formerly  known  as  the  Senior  Vice 
President  for  Academic  Administration.  Ashford  received 
his  B.A.  from  Campbell  University,  and  his  M.Div.  and 
Ph.D.  from  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Associate  Professor  of  History  of  Ideas  and 
Philosophy,  Dr.  James  Dew,  Jr.  will  become  the  new 
Dean  of  the  College.  Dew  received  his  B.S.  from  Toccoa 
Falls  College,  his  M.Div.  and  Ph.D.  from  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  is  currently  pursuing 
another  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Birmingham. 

Dr.  Chuck  Lawless,  former  dean  of  the  Billy  Graham 
School  of  Missions  and  Evangelism  at  The  Southern 


Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  KY,  and 
current  Vice-President  with  the  International  Mission 
Board,  will  join  the  faculty  as  Professor  of  Evangelism 
and  Missions  and  the  new  Dean  of  the  Graduate  School. 

The  title  of  the  Senior  Vice  President  for  Business 
Administration  was  changed  to  Executive  Vice  President 
for  Operations.  With  this  change,  the  Student  Services 
Division  will  report  to  the  Executive  Vice  President.  This 
new  title  represents  duties  that  Ryan  Hutchinson  had 
already  been  performing  in  addition  to  the  expanded 
responsibility  of  overseeing  the  Student  Services 
Division. 

Also  in  May  of  this  year,  Dr.  Andreas  Kostenberger's 
was  promoted  to  the  new  position  of  Research  Professor 
at  Southeastern.  Kostenberger  received  his  Ph.D.  from 
Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School  and  currently  serves 
as  Senior  Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Biblical 
Theology  at  Southeastern.  He  also  serves  as  editor  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Evangelical  Theological  Society. 

Because  of  Kostenberger's  move.  Dr.  Heath  Thomas 
assumed  the  position  of  Director  of  the  Ph.D.  program. 
Thomas  received  his  M.A.  in  Theology  at  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and  his  Ph.D.  in  Old 
Testament  from  the  University  of  Gloucestershire, 
Cheltenham,  UK. 


Dr.  Daniel  Akin,  "Who  is  Southeastern?" 


"What  will  our  reputation  be  at  Southeastern?"  inquired 
Daniel  Akin  standing  from  the  pulpit  of  Binkley  Chapel. 

Since  his  inauguration  as  president  of  Southeastern  in 
2004,  Akin's  vision  has  been  to  wed  the  head,  heart  and 
hands  of  missional  believers  of  the  Gospel.  These  believers, 
whether  they  are  pastors,  lawyers,  missionaries,  educators, 
church,  or  church  members,  are  prepared  for  a  lifetime  of 
faithful  service  to  the  Lord  as  they  preach,  teach,  and  lead 
in  His  Word. 

Southeastern  is:  a  people  who  adore  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ 

Akin  said,  "Southeastern  yearns  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  What  you  believe  and  think  about  Jesus  will 
permeate  the  rest  of  your  life  and  I  pray  that  we  stand 
without  apology  on  the  inerrant  and  infallible  Word  of  God 
because  Jesus  beiieved  Scripture  to  be  God's  Holy  Word." 
Southeastern  is:  equipping  students  to  serve  the 
Church  and  fulfill  the  Great  Commission 

The  mission  statement  at  Southeastern  is  to  seek  to 
glorify  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  equipping  students  to 
serve  the  Church  and  fulfill  the  Great  Commission.  "We  try 
to  instill  a  love  for  the  Church  that  Jesus  first  had  for  it.  Thus, 
Southeastern  loves  the  local  church  and  its  brothers  and 
sisters.  It's  hard  to  love  Jesus  and  not  love  his  bride,"  said 
Akin. 

Southeastern  is:  doing  theology  in  light  of  the  Great 
Commission 

Akin  added,  "I  pray  that  Southeastern  is  also  known  for 
the  Great  Commission.  We  believe  that  theology  is  best 
done  when  its  focus  is  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel 
everywhere." 

Southeastern  is:  devoted  to  gospel-focused 


expository  preaching 

In  1951,  Southeastern  began  its  classes  with  85 
students  and  three  faculty  members. 

Today,  Southeastern  is  nearing  a  record  enrollment  of 
3,000  students.  Most  of  these  students  will  take  an 
expository  preaching  class,  and  with  Southeastern  being 
deeply  devoted  to  gospel-focused  expositor/  preaching, 
these  students  will  be  taught  a  preaching  method  that 
"best  divides  the  Word  book-by-book,  chapter-by-chapter, 
verse-by-verse,  phrase-by-phrase,  word-by-word,  and 
finds  the  glorious  portrait  of  Jesus  in  every  book  of  the 
Bible,"  said  Akin. 

Southeastern  is:  committed  to  healthy,  biblical  and 
balanced  theology 

Unique  to  the  seminary  is  its  four  confessions  of  faith. 
The  Abstract  of  Principles,  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
2000,  The  Chicago  Statement  of  Biblical  Inerrancy,  and 
The  Danvers  Statement  on  Biblical  Manhood  and 
Womanhood.  Akin  commented,  "I  desire  for  Southeastern 
to  be  a  seminary  committed  to  a  healthy,  biblical  and 
balanced  theology;  I  believe  this  is  witnessed  well  in  our 
confessions  of  faith." 

Southeastern  is:  fighting  the  real  enemies  of  Satan, 
Sin,  Death,  and  Hell 

Lastly,  said  Akin,  "I  believe  Southeastern  is  a  seminary 
that  knows  who  the  real  enemy  is  and  knows  which  hills 
to  die  on.  The  real  enemies  are  hell,  sin,  the  Devil,  and 
death,  and  it  is  my  prayer  that  we  will  not  find  ourselves  in 
the  barracks  fighting  fellow  brothers  and  sisters  but  in  the 
battlefield  fighting  these  enemies  until  Jesus  comes  again. 
And  remember  we  don't  fight  for  victory,  we  fight  from 
victory— a  victory  proclaimed  from  an  empty  tomb." 
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Tony  Merida  challenges  chapel 
attendees  to  invite  the  less-fortunate 
to  feast  with  King  Jesus 

Tony  Merida,  pastor  for  preaching  and  vision  at  Imago 
Dei  Church  and  Associate  Professor  of  Preaching  at 
Southeastern,  spol<e  in  chapel  Thursday  on  hospitality  and 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Merida  said  that  hospitality  and  grace  are  to  be  two 
primary  attributes  of  Christians.  He  voiced,  "We  at  Imago 
Dei  Church  are  always  looking  for  ways  for  our  folks  to  be 
missionaries  in  the  city  of  Raleigh.  As  a  people  who  have 
experienced  the  hospitality  and  grace  of  Christ,  we  strive 
to  be  a  community  that  extends  the  same  hospitality  and 
grace  to  others." 

Descriptions  of  meals  are  woven  throughout  the  Bible 
said  Merida.  Beginning  with  the  Fall,  Adam  and  Eve  are 
enticed  to  eat  that  destructive  fruit.  Later  in  the  biblical 
narrative,  the  Israelite's  were  given  the  Passover  as  a 
remembrance  of  God's  salvation  from  Pharaoh.  And  in  the 
Gospel  stories,  Jesus  is  found  eating  with  tax-collectors, 
Pharisees,  and  the  forgotten  of  society. 

Merida  said  that  the  way  of  the  Kingdom  is  a  way  of 
humility  and  love.  One  of  the  ways  that  Jesus  offers  this 
Kingdom  love  is  by  eating  with  all  kinds  of  people.  In  Luke 
14:14-24,  he  illustrated,  the  Pharisees  are  dining  with  Jesus, 
and  in  their  presence,  Jesus  is  rebuking  them  of  their  self- 
righteousness  and  hypocrisy. 

Merida  continued,  "Jesus  commands  his  disciples  to 
invite  the  poor,  the  lame,  and  blind  because  they  are  unable 
to  repay.  We  should  not  live  by  the  law  of  "payback,"  even 
though  we  commonly  do.  The  law  of  reciprocity  is 
concerned  with  the  self  but  the  Kingdom  life  is  about 
emptying  yourself.  Anybody  can  practice  reciprocity  but 
Jesus  calls  us  to  genuine  generosity  and  love  for  the  poor 
that  will  not  be  rewarded  on  this  side  of  heaven." 

Jesus'  invitation,  Merida  said,  in  the  Parable  of  the  Great 
Banquet  is  sent  out  twice  to  the  initial  invitees,  but  both 
invitations  are  declined  because  of  prior  commitments. 
Jesus  then  invites  the  crippled,  blind  and  lame  but  there  is 
more  room  for  the  banquet  feast.  The  King  then 
commissions  his  servants  to  invite  others  beyond  the 
"highways  and  hedges"  to  feast  with  the  King. 

Merida  said,  "Jesus  is  dismantling  the  Pharisees'  belief 
that  they  will  see  eternal  life.  Some  scholars  say  that  the 
first  invitations  are  to  Israel  via  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
but  they  have  declined.  So  invitations  are  sent  to  the 
forgotten  in  the  city  gates  and  then  beyond  to  the  Gentiles." 

Addressing  the  attendees,  Merida  concluded,  "How  are 
you  doing  with  Luke  14:12-24?  Have  you  really  shown 
hospitality  to  those  who  cannot  repay  you  in  return?  Are 
you  collapsing  the  distance  between  you  and  the 
marginalized?  Express  a  Kingdom  love  that  is  authentic 
and  Christ-like  by  inviting  the  less-fortunate  to  a  feast, 
which  should  ultimately  lead  to  a  feast  with  Christ." 
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Jerry  &  Jean  Stephens 

Story  by  Michael  McEwen,  Photo  by  Kelly  Jo 


"I  guess  God  himself  has  always  laid  it  on 
my  heart  to  give  back  to  him,"  said  Jerry 
Stephens  with  a  confirming  nod  from  his  wife, 
Jean. 

Jerry  and  Jean  met  in  Whiteville,  NC, 
Jean's  hometown.  At  the  time,  Jerry  was  a 
sales  manager  in  Lumberton,  NC  for  a 
cemetery  business.  Jerry  and  a  new  trainee 
traveled  the  thirty  miles  from  Lumberton  to 
Whiteville  for  business,  and  it  was  there  that 
Jerry  and  Jean  met.  The  two  later  married  in 
i960  and  had  four  children— Ken,  Scott, 
Jeannie,  and  Gantt. 

Jerry  has  since  retired  from  owning  a 
number  of  cemetery  businesses,  operating  a 
granite  company  in  Georgia,  and  he  even 
managed  a  few  quarries. 

Jerry  has  been  a  lifetime  Baptist.  But  it 
was  in  1993  that  Jerry  read  a  few  articles 
published  by  the  Charlotte  Observer 
concerning  Dr.  Paige  Patterson,  a  name  he 
had  never  come  across.  Jerry  said,  "These 
stories  the  Observer  ran  were  painting  Dr. 
Patterson  as  a  horrible  person,  and  I  thought 
to  myself,  'If  they  are  opposed  to  this  guy 
Patterson,  he  must  be  doing  something  right!'" 

Shortly  after  reading  the  articles,  Jerry 
sent  a  check  to  Southeastern,  and  the 
Stephens  have  not  ceased  to  give  regularly 
and  generously  ever  since.  From  the  very 
beginning  of  their  relationship  with 
Southeastern,  Jerry  and  Jean  confessed  of  a 
close  affinity  with  the  school.  Every  visit  to 
the  school,  said  both  Stephens,  is  as  if  they 
are  entering  on  holy  ground  where  they  sense 
very  clearly  the  presence  of  God. 

Jerry  and  Jean  have  been  members  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  (BOV)  since  1993.  Jerry 
even  served  as  president  of  the  BOV  for  two 
years  in  the  late  nineties.  "We  were  never 


treated  like  Visitors,"  Jean  declared.  "Vv^e  have 
always  been  treated  like  Trustees  here  at 
Southeastern.  Southeastern  has  always  taken 
good  care  of  us." 

Stephens-Mackie  Hall  is  co-named  after 
the  Stephens.  In  the  1990s,  Stephens-Mackie 
functioned  as  a  storehouse  for  various  items, 
but  it  was  the  Stephens  who  assumed  the 
challenge  of  renovating  the  Hall  to 
accommodate  faculty.  "It  was  a  great  challenge 
to  say  the  least,"  Jerry  noted.  "After  the 
renovations  were  finally  finished,  we  were 
extremely  reluctant  to  have  our  name  on  the 
building  but  we  eventually  agreed." 

"Buildings  like  Stephens-Mackie  are 
expensive  to  keep  up  and  maintain.  The  costs 
are  amazing.  But  endowments  help  sustain 
such  buildings— heating,  air,  roof 
maintenance,  utilities,  and  all,"  Jerry 
affirmed. 

Endowment  funds  are  created  for  the 
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purpose  of  generating  a  stream  of  income  in 
perpetuity.  This  is  done  by  providing  inflation- 
adjusted  support  for  scholarships, 
professorships,  and  other  programs  for  as 
long  as  Southeastern  exists. 

Speaking  about  the  Stephens'  benevolence, 
president  Daniel  Akin  said,  "Few  couples  have 
been  more  faithful,  sacrificial  and  encouraging 
than  Jerry  and  Jean.  Their  support  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  has  extended  beyond 
this  school  to  the  reaching  of  the  nations  with 


the  good  news  of  King  Jesus.  Only  heaven  will 
record  all  that  God  has  used  them  to  do  in 
advancing  His  Kingdom." 

Jerry  concluded,  "I  would  tell  any  potential 
donor  that  an  endowment  truly  is  the  'gift  that 
keeps  on  giving.'  With  only  a  portion  being 
spent  from  the  endowment  fund  and  then  [a 
portion  being]  reinvested  for  future  growth,  a 
donor's  financial  endowment  can  continue  to 
do  good  even  after  he  or  she  has  gone  to  be 
with  the  Lord." 


Advantages  of  a  Well-Managed  Endowment 

Financial  Advantages 

-  Financial  stability  even  in  the  face  of  challenging  economic  headwinds. 

-  Regular  income  providing  support  for  all  aspects  of  the  work  of  equipping  students  until  Christ  returns. 

-  A  hedge  against  inflation  which  erodes  purchasing  power.  Unlike  denominational  support, 
endowment-performance  has  kept  pace  with  inflationary  growth. 

Strategic  Advantages 

-  Future  opportunities  can  be  seized  with  funding  provided  through  endowments,  if  the  opportunity  is 
consistent  with  the  donor's  purpose. 

-  Future  generations  will  have  the  same  or  better  opportunities  than  students  today  when  a  strong 
endowment  is  in  place. 

-  Faithfulness  to  God's  Word  has  been  written  into  every  endowed  fund  agreement  since  1991 .  We 
make  ongoing  faithfulness  to  the  inerrant  Scripture  a  requirement  for  Southeastern  to  use  endowed 
funds  in  the  future. 

Donor  Advantages 

-  The  human  impact  of  an  endowment  comes  in  two  ways.  Donors  may  name  the  endowment  in  honor 
of  someone  meaningful  in  their  walk  with  Christ,  and  the  funds  support  real  people  doing  the  work  of 
training  students. 

-  The  Kingdom  impact  of  an  endowed  fund  will  endure  until  Christ  returns,  and  then  the  results  will  be 
celebrated  for  eternity. 

To  learn  more,  please  contact  us! 

dpalmer@sebts.edu  I  919.761.2352  ' 
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